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'.l"!JE OP.EliAl'lOHS OF 'l.'.liti 2rdl .t:IA'l"l'ALIOt.I, l8'l'H INFAN'mY 
(lST :W~JUll'l'RY lJIVISIOt.IJ A:t ::iARl:i LE ~.~IUM, 

W.I!;ST 01<' .:II.ON:;;, 4 - 5 ~ 1944 
{NORTJ:J.m FRANGE liAMl'AliiNJ 

(Personal experience o:r a battalion Operations CJ!ficer) 

OlUENl'ATION 

'l'his monograph covers the action o:r an Infantry Battalion, (2nd Battalion, 

18th Infantry, First Infantry Division) in a defensive t;ype of operation 

while engaged in general pursuit. '!'he operation occured in and around the 

village o.r lil\R::i LI> .tili.ULRJ:; (about 15 ll.Sw of MONS), Belgium during the hours 

of darkness 4 - 5 ::ieptember 1944· 

It will be recalled that on 19 August 1944, two days a:rter the ~'ALA.I:> 
. 1 

AliW!ol'f.i.:AN gap was :rinally closed around the remainents of the Lierman l<i.fth 

and :>eventh l'anzer Armies, all that remained of the l.ierll1an forces 01· .HORMAliVl, 

the 'J:hird i.JS Army reached the /;;ElM!; at .l&Alll'J!i:k.iASSluOUR'l'. 'l'his rapid 

advance by 1'hird Army placed a bridge head across the last natural barrier 

west of the !.!EUSl>, in the American sector, upon which the retreating Lierma.ns 

could expect to defend with any hope of success, '.l'he '.l'hird Army spread out 

along the west bank 01· tl1e :;;EINE cutting the retreating uermans on· rrom their 

1·ew remaining bridge sites and i'erry points, {See .!lap A) ll) 

'J:hrough this action and the constant pounding by the tactical Air uorps 

the enemy lost the majority 01· its inrantry units and much of its armor 

and transport. 

J;jy 20 August the majority 01· l<irst Arm;y had been pinched out of the 

.l'AI.lls pocket and were 1·ree to move eastw-<1rd. At this time the ·enemy were 

counterattacking the ~ritish ~econd Army from outside the pocket in an 

ei"fort to free the troops entrapped. 

20 - 23 August .l'irst Army moved. east-rd, All uorps on the lei't .flank 

swung north to vicinity of ~VREUX behind the Lierman divisions battling the 

(lJ A-1, P• 143 



tiritish Second Army. -v 1;orps advanced in the center of the Army :.:.one with 

Paris as an objective. vlJ. 1,,orps on the right fiank swung south of rari11 

crossing the i:>EINE on the north flank of the ·i'hird Army. (See Map A) (2) 

llovement of XIX Corps to EUREUX placed them directly across )6 the 

main escape route of the retreating Germans from in front of the British 

Second Army. 

The Germans in attempting to hold off the Second Army and fight their 

way through XIX Corps lost another five divisions which added to the allied 

claim of eleven divisions destroyed or captured in FALAIS pocket brought the 

total to 16 divisions destroyed. (3) This coupled with the staggering 

losses in material and equipment lead Allied Supreme Coou:nander to conclude 

that the German Seventh Army had been eliminated, and to assume that the 

German Fifteenth Army had been greatly depleated in both men and material. 

(4) It was therefore planned to drive northeast with the British Second and 

the American First Armies in an attempt to drive to the RUHR and, prevent the 

withdrawal of the German Fifteenth Army to the west wall. (5) 

This plan was placed in operation on 26 August when First Army attacke~ 

northeast in order to bridge the MARNE and AISNE rivers and 1¥f'in contact 

with the British Second Army. The army advanced in an invertJ'd V formation, 

m Corps on the east flank, XIX Corps on the west and V Corps following 

in rear of the other two on the point of the v. (See Yap B) 

The VII Corps, with which we are concerned, consisted of the 3rd 

Armored Division and the 1st and _9th Infantry Divisions, crossed the ALSNE 

river in the vicinity of SOISSONS and proceeded in the direction of LAON 

which was taken after considerable fighting on 30 August. (6) 

(2) A-1, p. 145 
(3) A-1, P• 146 
(4) A-2, p. 50 
(5) A-2, p. 62 
(6) A-1, p. 151 
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During this entire advance the First Division was constantly over-

running groups of retreating enem;y who would surrender after a brief ex-

change of fire. Often German and American columns would meet on cross roads 

.m:uch to the surprise of both. Several times an American column cut through 

German columns having arr.ived at a crossroad to coincide with an interval 

between march units and vice versa. 

On 31 August Corps was ordered to continue the attack to the northeast 

with MONS, BELGIUM as the objective and maintain contact with V Corps on the 

left. The eneJJcy" was est:imated to still have 120,000 troops west of the 

B.ELGN.IL border. However they were making no apparent attempt to hold, and 

appeared to be soley under orders to break contact and reach the German 

frontier before tne Americans. 

MONS was captured by elemen~s of the 3rd .Armored Division at 1900 hours 

2 o:;eptember. The remainder of the Gorps was disposed with the 9th lJivision 

covering ·~he right flank and the 1st lJivision extending from AVESNE.S south-

west in contact with the v Corps on the left flank. (7) 

THI!. Gi!l'l.lliAL .:>ITUATIOI< (See Jitap B) 

Late on 2nd .:;eptember VII Corps was ordered to change direction to the 

east and secure crossings across the N!EUSE river between NAMUR and U:EVET. (8) 

No gasoline was available to move the 3rd Armored Uivision in time for 

this attack, therefor Gorps planned to implement the order by advancing the 

9th JJivision via PHILlPPEVILJ..E to NAMUR; relieve the 3rd Armored at 111.0NS 

with elements of the lat JJivision and have it push through to the Ml!DSE when 

gasoline became available. 

The 1st Uivision plan was to relieve the 3rd Armored with the 26th 

lnf'antry, move the 16th .infantry, which until now was uivision reserve, up 

the aul.UBEU~ONS road behind the 26th. the 18th Infantry was to take the 

town of BAVAI, a very important road hub connecting many of the exits to the 

east. (See Map C) 

(7) A-5 Film, D-34 (TIS Library) 
(8) A-1 p. 154, A-5 Film D 42 (TIS Library) 
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As stated before the Germans strategy appeared to embody a complete 

disengagement and retreat to the east with all possible haste. ·rhe enemy 

forces immediately west of VII Corps began their withdrawal through llONS 

area the early hours of 3 .::>eptember. ·The result was fantastic in the extreme. 
c. t-

'J.'ne enemy appeared to have no knowledge whatsoever of the presenj;.!!' of 

American troops in the area. l.iolu.mns began streaming through the Division 

zone of action in administrative formations. Their transportation consisted 

for the most part of horse drawn vehicles; most of the horses confiscated 

from .t"rench farmers. Ji.lost of the motor transportation had been taken from 

the uerman Fifteenth .a:rmy to supply and re-equip the lifth and Seventh 

in liORIWIDY. ( 9) 

·rhe 26th Infantry in its advance up the 11.AUBEUGE road ran into the 

flank of an enemy column in administrative formation and killed arid captured 

hundreds. 'L'he 16th Infantry following them captured 2,000 during the day 

with a loss of three men wounded. 
4.,,, 

DISPOSITIONS A.iID PLANS 0¥ THE 18TH INFAN'.l'RY "'"''f . 
~/ ~ 

The 18th Infantry jumped off at osoo-lti.th the 1st and 3rd J:Jattalions 

in colu.mn, lat jjSttalion leading. the 1st Battalion entered jjJ.VAI from 

south at 1000 hours, just as a large convoy of l.iermans entered from the west. 

l'he Battalion shot up the column with TD's and captured some 200 oi" the enemy. 

:J.'he firing had hardly died down when another collllll!l entered from the direction 

of LE GATEAU and fighting continued well into the afternoon. That evening • 

the 3rd J:lattalion was moved into town and the two .t1attalions proceeded to 

consolidate their positions. The town received a fairl,y heavy shelling 

from enemy batteries located east of town in the early evening, however, 

no i'urther counter move by the enemy was attempted. llO) 

Regiment was ordered by Division to hold jjJ.VAI until the situation 

clarified. 

2nd Battalion was moved into an assembly area southeast of the FORET 

(9) A-2, P• 
\10) A-3, P• 

39 - 40 
55; A-5, film D 42 
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DE MORMAL in the late afternoon. lJuring the night the 32nd .l'ield Artillery, 

the supporting artillery of the lath .infantry, had its positions surrounded 

in the ~ORS DE LA ALNiliRE, and a task force of one platoon of Infantry and 

t'llO tanks was sent from the 2nd .i;attalion to their assistance. This action 

netted 165 prisoners. 

'!'he following morning at 0830 hours the .i;attalion was ordered into an 

. assembly area in the vicinity of .NEUF ME.SNIL where it closed at approximately 

1030 hours. ~hortly thereafter the ~attalion.received orders to block the 

road leading east into &Vil from the i.<ORET DE MOOMAL. The Battalion 

COIDIDallder ordered .If Company, reinforced with one .&iG platoon and one section 

of 81 mil:i.meter mortars from H Company and the Antitank Platoon from Head-

quarters company to accomplish this mission. ir Company arrived on position 

shortly after noon and proceeded to dig in, lll) 

At 1530 hours commanding Officer 2nd oattalion received the following 

order from the rteg:i.mental Commander: (12) 

2nd J:!attalion, lath Infantry reinforced with 2nd Platoon, 
Uompany B, 745th Tank .tsattalion, less company F reinforced, 
will proceed SiE on the BAVAI - SARS LE BRUYERE road, feel 
out the enemy forces in.the area, and secure and defend the 
UR of SA.RS LE BRUYEtLE. The J;a.ttalion will gain and maintain 
contact with elements of the 26th Infantry in the vicinity of 
LA BOUV»l.IE, 
IP: Junction MAUBEUGE - SARS LE fill.Um!E roads in l:IAVAI. 
uross IP at 1730. 

'l.'HE BATTALION SI'l'UATIO.N 

As stated before the .ilattalion, less ~· Campany and elements of .ti 

Company, was in an assembly area in the vicinity of l'lEUF MESNIL. (See Map c) 

Some replacements had been received while in a rest area in the vicinity 

of l:lAGNOLLEti, FRANCE at close of the ~'ALAIS pocket and the oattalion was 

about 80 or 85p of its authorized strength. The Battalion had been pursuing 

a disorganized enemy for almost three weeks, capturing great nUl!lbers and 

{11) 

(12) 

Personal knowledge; statement of Lieutenant uolonel Williamson, then 
J:Jattalion Uommander, October 1949. 
Message cited is not true copy but in general form used in 18th Infantry 
at that time, Uontent is personal knowledge and from statement of 
.Lieutenant Uolonel ~illiamson, 
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killing many more, with very little fighting and with almost no casualties 
"' 

sustained. ><oralil-was very high, however, many 01' the old timers who had 

been through AFRI~A and SICILY were beginning to incline toward over 

cautiousness, especially when they compared the German forces confronting 

them now with the last day of the African campaign when the 18th Infantry 

received one of the worst defeats in its history less than 24 hours before 

the enemy forces capitulated. .1aany seemed to believe the war was in its 

closing stages and certainly were not in favor of becoming a casualty this 

late in the game. {13) 

In the Division area intelligence reports located i·ive enemy divisions, 

the oth Parachute, the 18th ldF, the 47th, 275th and the 348th lnfantry 

uivisions. ·mese Organizations were almost up to strength in manpowere but 

were very short of equipment and material, especially transportation. A few 

armored vehicles were known to be in the area but were in no great number 

nor were they very aggressive. 'J;O sum up the enemy situation it can be 

said that although he haci plenty oi· troops available he seemed unable to 

co-ordinate or organize any type of defense. ihell' intelligence on the 

American positions or plans was apparently nil, nor We.s their knowledge of 

their own units much better. At one road junction two enemy columns met 

and becrune entangled. wring the coni·usion our Air Gorps caught and destroy-

ed them both. {14) 

The terrain in this section of iRAlliGE and BELGIUM is for the most part 

gently rolling and dotted with i·orests, some of which are quite extensive 

and heavy. 

'Ihe weather for the i'ir.st week or :;eptember was clear and warlli during 

the day, cooling o:n BOJllewhat at night, but not enough to be at all un-

collli'ortable. 

(13) Personal knowledge 
\14) A-6 P• 271 - 273 
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There was no queetion of enemy being along t.he route of the iiattalion 

since the 1st and 3rd Jjattalions in .tlAVAI had received some shelling early 

in the morning and had seen enemy troops northeast of BAVA! during the day, 

vonsidering these fact.a the nattalion vommander decided upon the following 

plan. (15) 

All remaining units of the Battalion were to be motorized. 

'l'he order of march was ..;. Company with the platoon of tanks attached 

followed by Headquarters, including the kitchen and train, the remainder of 

H Company, Cannon Company, 18th Infantry, and E Company in that order. The 

cammand group accompanied u Company. 

¥ Company and the attachments from H and Headquarters t:ompanies were 

to remain in present location in accordance with the Regimental order, 

Ir Company was to proceed the main body in advance guard formation by 

15 minutes. Upon reaching l:lOIS d 1 AUDENARDT they were to send out flank 

patrols to make sure the route was clear ror the passage of the main body. 

~ Company was to Ellllploy a rear guard 1·ormation at the rear of the column, 

J.t was decided considering the knowledge oi' the enemy that our greatest 

tnreat upoi. 1·eacili,;.g SABB LE BRUilBE would be from the north and west, Ihere-

for from a map reconnaissance G Company was directed to take north and north-

east sector extending from the DOUR road on the northwest side of town to the 
t~ . 

YONS road to the northeast. G Campany upon reaching town was to take up 

positions extending southwest from DOUR road around the village to the rail

road entering town from the south. (See Yap C) 

Cannon Company was to go into positions on the east edge of town and 

outpost this area. 

the Hanger Platoon. was to constitute the Battalion reserve and remain 

in the vicinity of tne Battalion CP. 

U5) Personal knowledge; statement of Lieutenant Colonel Williamson 



H Company Gonimander was d:Y:"ected to reconnoiter for positions on the 

perimeter for its remaining JIG Platoon, and positions ;t:or the 8l's from which 

they could support both companies, 

'.L'he .l:lattalion was short about one hal;t: its. basic load o;t: ammunition, 

however .liegiment had sent to Ar11JY for replacement. :this replacement joined 

the ;,attalion at BAVA!. (16) 

The .l:lattalion was motorized, 

~Upply and evacuation had been normal through the entire operation across 

~1lAliCE with the except~on of gasoline. Several times since the last week 

in August transportation in excess of organic had to be left behind because 

oi' shortage. liowever, the operation had slowed down at the BEIGIUM border 

allowing resupply to be accomplished. 

MO'V'EMENT TO BARS LE BRUYERE (See Map C) 

G liompany, the advance guard, and the CP groups le;t:t JIEllF l4E.Slill. at 

approximately 1700 hours and arrived at the lP in &Vil in the neighborhood 

or 1720 hours. :the main body was following at the stated interval under 

command o:r the .battalion .ISlcecutive Officer, .Major Frank Calacicco. Upon 

reaching the IP the .i:lattalion was met by the Regimental \.iOJl!mallder who told 

the .roattalion Commanding officer that the i'rench had reported a \.ierman 

lt.egiment bivouaced in the BORS d' AUTENARALT but this information 11¥ dis-

counted greatly, at least by the author and, it is beJ.ieved by the COllllllallders 

concerned because of the fl~on of the situation and the apparent 
, . ·? 

·1 't 

vera§ity of previous native reports. 'lhere was no question of the intentions 

or the French inhabitants but they were proven to ~~rate to extreme. 

11owever, the advance guard was notified of the report and ordered to proceed 

witil caution. (See >&ap G) (17) 

.l!any small forests lay along the. six and one half mile route and a great 

(16) statement of 1.iaptain Alexander Pavlak, then 1st Lieutenant, battalion 
~. on 20 December 1949 
iitatement or 1,hie:t: olal'raM. Officer Cecil l:looth, then ASsistant 
Jtegimental AID!llUnition Officer, on 20 December 1949 

(17) Personal knowledge; statement of Lieutenant Golonel Williamson 
- 10 



deal of time was consumed by the advance¢ guard as~uring that the way was 

clear ror the main body. It was very near 2000 hours when tr Company approach-
]) . 

ed the near edge of BOIS d' AU1ENARDT. Flank guards were sent out to cover 

an area of about 300 to 400 yards on either side of the road and the advance 

guard proceeded to scout out the route. 

the road was almost jWllltled by dead horses, vehicles and men of a trerman 

column caught by our Air iorce earlier in the day. 

As the column approached ·~he far edge a fusilage of rifle and automatic 

l'ire stopped the advance. word came back rro1a the point that a group of 

enemy of unknown strength were in position at the far edge o! the woods. 

G uompany deployed one Platoon and 160 enemy surrendered. \18) 

The Battalion proceeded on into SARS LF, BRUil!:aE without incident, 

closing at about 2100 hours. {See .lilap D) 

u Uompany proceeded directly to its sector, placed road blocks on the 

three main roads in their area and heavily out posted the remainder. 

E Company upon arrival in i;he village took up positions covering the 

northwest, west and sout,iwest sector, placing road blocks on the west road to 

LJOUR and the liAVAI road on which the .tlattalion had entered. 

H Company Commander emplaced the machine gun Platoon to cover primarily 

the E Company sector since tile:>e two roads were main paved roads and were 

considered the principle route o.r en~ry into the town l"rom what was considered 

the most dangerous uirection. 'the two sections or mortars with the Battalion 

were split, one in each ~ompany area, however the 1"ires of both sections were 

capable of being massed in either sector. \19) 

The Tank Platoon was placed in position in the center of town with one 

tank in position to cover the DOUR, the IA BOl.!VmIB and the roaa east 

connecting with the BLARJ!XlNIES - JlCi'IS road. l'Wo tanks were placed to cover 

th.e BAVAI road behind the intersection with the west DouR0 road.. (20) 

(18) A-3, p. 55 nwllbers l:'W taken in this action at 140. .!!\re witnesses 
agree on 160. 

ll9J Personal knowledge; statement of liaptain iiiarion L • .l'arrar, then 1st 
Lieutenant, .11.ortar Platoon Leader, on 20 Uctober 1949 

\20) Personal knowledge 
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Cannon (.;ompany went into position as directed by the llattalion defense 

order but were too late to register prior to the action, 

the only ;,uitable place for ti1e motor pool W"d.S in an orcl1aru ju:>t nortl1 

01· the BAVAI road in E Company sector. 

·1·he CP 11as established in a large building resembli11g a castle near the 

center of town. the building had a walled in court yard wi.tll a moat 

surrounding the wall. ·1·he rambling house was large enough to accomoliate 

the entire CP installation and the aid station. 'J:he Adjutant was directed 

to establish the CP in that manner. t21J 

Communication with ~egi.ment because or the distance was to be by ~adio, 

71 
but proved to be sporatic upon reacl1ing town. aowever, because 01· a com-

placent attitude upon tiie part or all concerned no atteillpt was made to 

correct this at this time. 

·me GOllllllUDication Platoon was directed to run wires to all UOlllpanies and 

the 1'ank flatoon. 

ny 2a00 hours all road blocks had been established and the troops were 

on posi ti.on in the process of cOJUple·~i.ng di.ggiag in. wire had been laid to all 

Companies and shii'·~s had been organized for the night operation of the CP. 

NARRATION 

GEl:iM.AN COLUMN REPORTED (See Map D) 

·.foe first i.ndica~ion tliat tile night a·~ SARS LE BRUYERE might not be 

entirely peaceful ca.me at approximately 2230 hours when a telephone call rrom 

the Coounandi.ng Officer, (;ompa..ny E reported ~ha·t a listening post established 

several hundred yards out on the BAVAI highway heard a horse drawn column 

in the forest to tb.ej.r 1ront. ·1:he report was received at the Battalion CP 

with a great deal 01· skepticism in view of the fact that the .tiattalion 

column had cleared the forest in question less than two hours previously. (22) 

\21) Statement or Lieutenant LJolonel Wi.lli.aJllson 
\22) b'tatement of Lieutenant liolonel ~'iilliamson 
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;;>ince the l.ompany 1,0llllllander of .l!i 1,;ompany was new and known to be 

rather excitable, the Battalion 1,;ommander directed the ~-3 to go to .l!i Com

pany CP and attempt to clarify the report. 

Upon reaclling E Company the J:Jattalion ~3 was told ti1at the listening 

post had just reported a .root column emerging rrom tile woods on the same 

road the llattalion had used. 'the E Company Commander had ordered tile 

listening post.to return to the l.ompany positions and had alerted tile 

1.iompany. 

'l:he S-3 suggested .IS l.iompany also withliold their i'ire until the column 

nad come close to the position in ord.er to prevent their deployment. l'hese 

instructions were given. 

H Company was notified of the situation and the Company Commander 

stated he had one section of lllOrtars in position to engage the BAV.AI road 

but the remaining section was in position to cover U- l.ompany sector, rt 

was decided not to change the direction or tire of this second section un·~il 

tile situation developed, but to alert them to the possibility. \23 J 

the Battalion ~3 then called the Battalion 1,;ommander and notified him 

of the situation and what he had done so tar. :Lhe 1:1attalion COlllllBnder 

approved and directed the .::>-3 to return to .11attalion CP while he alerted 

,Cannon Company, the 'tanks, and u Company. 

un the return route the ~3 stopped at ~ Company l.P and notified vaptain 

.iei'i'eries or tile situation. 

Upon arrival at .llattalion he found the Battalion Commander and .15Xecutive 

Officer looking over the overlays of the position. .l!.Veryone was extremely 

calm and just a little elated. lt was yet impossible to conceive oi' any

thiug but a SJJJall isolated group 01· \i6rmaus attempting to use the Battalion 

1!SR as an escape route, 

\23) Personal knowledge 



THE 1"IRST GEID!AN ATTACK (See ¥aP E) 

At approximately 2300 hours a terrific fusilage of small arms fire 

was heard from the direction of E Company ~latoon astride the ~AVAI road. 

~oon, however, the .Alllerican fire was interspersed by the llrllllistakable purr 

of Cierwan ;;;achi.t1e guns anel maclline pistols, Almost with 

apparent that this group oi· liermans were not of the sa<Ue 

a snap it became 
- /! : ') 1; ' 

catagdr;y as ~i:lose 

the Battalion ~.ao. beefa encountering ror the past several weeks. 

At about 2315 hours a call oi' the Comma.no.er of l,;ompany E stated that 

our initial fire had caugr1",; tlle column on the road as intended but tliat they 

had dispersed rapitily 0,1 either side anti were now in the process of launching 

an attack with at least a uompany deployed on either side oi· ',;he road. i{nat 

W'd.s more the at~ack was supported. by Artillery iire. At least two guns were 

Iiring straight down tiie road. (24j 

upon completing t.llis call the J:lattalion l.iomruander requested the Artillery 

J.iason Officer to determine if J!i uompany•s :·orward Observer was in position 

to support the defense, 'the .Liaison un·icer returned shortly and notified 

the tiattalion Commander that the Forward Officer of E Company was not on the 

air, nor could the Lia.son Officer get through to the Artillery on his radio. 

The S-3 contacted Cannon Company and asked if they were firing any 

missions. 

and charge 

Captain Penick replied he was firing all guns at maximn( elevation 

one and was still landing well behind the ass~ing enemy. 

While talking to E Company, Lieutenant Colonel Williamson learned that 

a heavy fight was in progress along E Company's entire front. Communication 

with the 2nd Platoon astride the BAVA! road had gone out and the 1st Platoon 

reported enemy enveloping their left flank. Upon receiving this information 

he directed the S-3 to send a patrole from the Ranger Platoon, Battalion 

reserve, to the ridge west of the CP to determine the ex.tent of this movement. 

(24) Personal knowledge and statement of Lieutenant Colonel Williamson and 
Captain l''arrar. 



•• 

• 

J:le then directed H Company to re:j.nforce the fires in front of E COlllpany with 

their second mortar section. \25) 

Although the night had not been dark and visibility was good for well · 

over 200 yards, the moon came up about now lighting the landscape almost like 

day. 

The patro:Jp reported back with information that some enemy could be 

seen moving south and east. The Battalion ~oilll!lander directed the .l:ianger 

Platoon Leader, Lieutenant Parker, to take his Platoon and extend the le~ 

flank of E Company's 1st Platoon southeast along the ridge. The Platoon 

moved out immediately and went into position as directed. (26) 

THE PmraTRATION (See Map E) 
'·' f• 

Upon returning from the Ranger Platoon position the S-3 met two liter 

squads and followed them into the Battalion Aid Station. Doctor Hammer, the 

Battalion Surgeon was working on the stump of a soldier's. leg. W'nen asked 

how the casualities were running he grunted, •about thirty here, and plenty 

more out there•. This was the first real indication that things might not 

be going all in our favor. (27) 

On entering the CP, the S-3 received a telephone message frOJll Commanding 

Officer Company H, who reported that his 1st section of the 1st Platoon 

(machine gun) had been overrun and he had lost a jeep loaded with ammunition 

and the driver to a daisy of mines pulled across the road by E Company. 

Immediately following this call one came in from E Company Commander 

reporting that his position had been penetrated in the BAVAI road area in the 

sector of his 2nd Platoon. The remainder of the Company was so hard pressed 

that there was nothing he could do about it, and since his CP was directly 

behind this Platoon he was moving. He would check in later. (28) 

This information was relayed to the .i:iattalion COJllmander. 

\25) Personal knowledge 
(26) Statement of Lieutenant (;olonel ililliamson 
\.2'1) Personal knowledge 
\28) Personal knowledge 
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Just as this was being done the .tiattalion Motor Officer came into the 

vP. He had oeen hit in the arm. lie reported that the enemy had overrun the 

lllDtor pool capturing three kitchens and the basic load of ammunition. He 

had left the Motor Sergeant with about twelve men fighting the Germans from 

positions behind a hedge on the east side of the motor pool. He didn't 

believe there were more than 20 of the enemy there • 

.Lieutenant Colonel Williamson then directed the S-3 to go to G Company 

and have Captain Jefferies organize his right Platoon to counterattack using 

the l!AVAI road as an axis to restore E Company's position. A two tank 

section was to be attached to the Platoon for the attack • 

.b,;arlier in the evening the i;attalion COJllllla.!lder had sent an officer to 

the town of LA BOUV»l.IES to contact the 26 Infantry and ati;empt to get fire 

support from the 33d .ti"ield Artillery. '£he &ttalion Liason Officer was in 

contact with them on his radio and they had consented to fire by map co

ordinates. The fire was to support the counterattack. \29) 

On the way to G Company cP the <>-3 picked up the Tank Platoon Sergeant 

not being able to find the Platoon Leader. Upon reaching G Company the 

CQllllilailding Officer ini·ormed the ~-3 that he had talked with the ~ttalion 

commander and the 3rd Platoon was being assembled. It was decided to attack 

with one squa.rd deployed on either side of the road. ·tne two tanks were to 

move down tne road gunning their motors and f:cring. Tne support squard was 

to follow the tanks. lt was estimated the Platoon would be ready to jump 

off around 0115 hours. 

'.l.'HE COUNTERA'l'IACK (See Map E) 

The Artillery .Liason Officer had found himself a position in a building 

from which he could see beyo\l.nd the edge of town and proceeded to.register 

the 33rd Field Artillery as much by- sound as by sight. (30) 

(29) Statement of Lieutenant Colonel Williamson 
(30) Statement of Lieutenant colonel Williamson 
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Li Campany Platoon moved out acg_ooipanied by the taiiks on ti.itce. 'rhey had 

hardly started in good shape »lien it oecarue apparent that the lier.mans wanted 

no part or this new 1·orce and soon began to withdraw arter ririilg a rew rounds. 

As they withdrew they were caught oy a comoination of Artillery 1·ire lrom the 

33rd ~'ield Artillery anti srnal.L arJilS rrom the elements or E Company still in 

position, 

By 020.0 hours the 3rd Platoon or LT Gompa.ny had restored the position and 

was tied into the lst and. 3rd Platoons or .l!i Gompaiiy. ·.rne remaining illen 01· the 

2nd .Platoon of .l!i Uompany tilat could be found were incorporated in the lst 

and 3rd Platoons. {31) 

H uompany re-organized its lst Platoon remanni.ng the two lost guns that 

had been discovered. 

::ilOC:OND tT.l!RIAAl'I A'J."fAlil\ 

'rhings remained fairly quiet except for desultory exchanges of fil.oa along 

~ Campa.ny 1s front until approximately 040U hours when another attack was 

launched just soutll of tile l:lAVAI road, 'J:his attack w<>s supported oy artillery 

direct Iire and mounted by about one .,;ompany, lt was pressed hard and succeed-

ed in penetrating s01ae ox the positions or the 3rd Platoons or .l!i and Li 

Companies and overrunning one 01· .ti GOJl!PB.ny•s guns ror tlle second time, U2J 

However, heavy mortar rire was brought down on the penetration and with 

' terrilic ri1·1e rire on bott. rla11ks. ·.rhe usrmans were rorced to give up tlleir 

slight advantage and wi.ti1draw, l:Jy 04JO hours all was again quiet, 

By 0500 hours it bad become quite ligi1t and the .tla.ttalion t>-3 went to 

.l!i Campacy• s area to check t.tie positions. Upon reaching tile edge or town a 

group or Lier.mans and Americans carrying white rlags were seer. approaching 

town on the llAVAl road, 

·.rhe l>-3 met them and rou;1d the Americans were members or the l{eg:iJllental 

\31) Personal knowledge 
l32J Personal knowledge; statement 01: Lieutenant Colonel William.son 
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ammunition train who had come into town witn the .1:1attalion but had left 

before dark. They had run into the uerman Columns and had been taken 

prisoners on its march toward SARS LE Bi'l.UM!E. The group informed the ;;-3 

that the uerman Commander wisned to arrange a surrender but had been badly 

wounded and could not come into town himself. ·l'ne S-3 directed the group 

to lead him to the lierman Commander. (33) 

Before leaving he notified E COlllpa.ny Commander to call Battalion and 

tell them of his plans. 

The group then proceeded for about six hundred yards out the BAVAI road 

to a small farm on the soutn side of the road. Here the group was met by 

a German Major who ident:tfieu himself as the degimental Surgeon and informed 

the ~attalion S-3 that the degimental Commander had instructed him to arrange 

a surrender. 'l'he Regimental uommander and his Adjutant were both in the 

house suffering from wounds received during the night. 

'l'he Surgeon stated that tne 1st Llattalion of his Regiment had few men 

le.ft after the fight and that the 2nd and Jrd ~attalions had by-passed to 

town to the north during the night. lie demanded as terms of surrender he 

be furnished assistance in caring l'or his wounded as he was all but out of 

supplies. 

Since the ueneva Convention had already committed him to these terms the 

J:lattalion S-3 accepted and returned to town with 493 uerma.n prisoners, not 

counting the wounded. 

This night's operation resulted in the complete disorganization of an 

entire l.ierman Infantry li.egiment and its accompanying battery of l''ield Artillery. 

Thus the 2nd i;attalion, 18th £nfantry appreciably lowered the strength that 

the t,;erman high Command could muster for the all :important defense of the 

<;Ilm'RIED LiiiE. 

(33) Statement of Ghief Warrant Ufficer Booth; personal knowledge 
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!n all 845 of the enemy Weff accounted for as follows: 493 prisoners 
' 

taken in t.he surrender, 26o wounded enemy personnel evacuated througt1 the 

oattalion Aid Station and 92 enemy dead counted.on the battlefield. (34) 

The enemy material captured was also tremendous: six 105 MM gun-

howitzers (horse drawn), over 200 horses and more than lUO wagons loaded 

with supplies, ammunition and equipment. 

Our own casualities amounted to 15 men killed and 58 wounded. On its 

face this does not seem to be excessive considering the victory, however, 

the percentage increases when the reader recalls this was only a two rifle 

vompany under strength Battalion. .Lt is with this in mind that the casuality 

list on both sides begins to indicate the fierceness of the fighting. 

iJuring this operation Private ~·irst 1.ilass Ueno .r.terle, a machine gunner 

in the :J.st Platoon, Company H earned the l.iongressional iledal of lionor. 

rtis gun was in position just to the right of the &VAI road, .Ln the first 

attack with his assistant gunner killed he continued to fire, using swinging 

traverse, until the enem;v flanked his position on both sides, rte then slumped 

to the bottom of the emplacement feigning death, iihen the counterattack was 
~ 

launched he again maiiid .llis gun killing many of the retreating enemy. 

IJuring the second uerman attack at 0400 hours he repeated the entire act. 

Although he was turned over several times with bayonets he succeeded in con-

vincing the uermans he was dead. (35) 

ANALYSIS ANlJ CR.I'l'Ii.: Ifill: 

l. 'rllE BA'J."l'AWON iii.ISSION 

The mission of the .tJattalion to secure and defend the cross road of 

SAHS LE BRUYEttE appears to be a little ambitious when assigned to an under

strength .battalion, less one rti'le o.;ompany, and five miles from its parent 

unit. ihis seems especially so since both the 1st and 3rd &ttalions bad 

been in contact with enemy forces in the direction of the tiattalion objective. 

(34) Personal knowledge; statemem. of Lieutenant uolonel «illiamson 
(j5) A-6 p. 309; personal.knowledge 
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'l'he objective itself would have taxed the strength of a full sized 

oattalion, however it probably could have accomplished the assignment with 

much less chance of failure. 

nowever, on the other side of the ledger, certain risks had to be 

accepted. In view of the type of i'igi1ting the unit had been engaged in for 

the past weeks, and the ,J.Oral and equipment of the enemy, the risk did not 

appear too great. 

J)levertheless the assumption of any risk, I believe, was unnecessary 

considering that :· l.:ompany could have been relieved by one of the six rifle 

.;ompanies in BAVil without appreciably weakening tha.defense of that town. 

'J:he ent~e 1'egimental plan appears to b~~by an under estimation 

---of the enemy capabilities. 

2. ARTILLl!RY SUPPOR'l' 

The 32nd .L"ield Artillery was to support the J:lattalion in its defense of 

SARS LB BRUYERE. No fonrard displacement VTas contemplated nor attempted in 

spite of the fact that the artillery positions were 3 to 4 miles soubhwest 

of liAVAI and the ~ttalion objective lay 5~ miles east of that town. ·rhis 

;;.ade a total distance 01' uetween a and 10 miles from the battery positions to 

the Panvard Observers. Apparently no consideration was given to communications 

which were well known to oe faulty in excess of 5 miles. 

A little thougnt upon the part oi' the planners, aad a request to liivision 

would have given tr1e .oattalion support rrom the 33rd field Artillery which 

llad batteries in position tha·I; could and later di<i .fire for ;i.t. 

'.L'his is another indication of cowplacency upon the part of all concerned. 

3. M.ltl..X f,;QMJUl.i'i: o.r· -E 

Allowing t.!1e enemy to initiall;y approach very close to the na.ttalion 

position before opening fire probably·saved the day. l'his forced the uermans 

to mount their attack with tile upmost i1aste and allowed no reconnaissance and 

only a minimum employment or supporting weapons. l'he surprise was such that 

he never recovered fully anll quite probably resulted in his being unable to 
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make any use of the advautages wllicli iie later gained. 

4. ·d!E EtmlY ATTACK 

.Although organized under extreme dii"r'iculty (in an open field undern 

iieavy fire) the Uerman at~ac.K was well co-ordinated and pushed h01Iie with 

energy. it succeeded early in establishing a considerable penetration. 

L>everal enemy were eliminated witid..u 400 yards oi" the J.:lattalion•s north 

perimeter. in spite or this and the J:act that tiie uerrnans had two more 

=ttalions wit11 which to d.o so, no attempt was apparently made to rein1·orce 

·c11e penetration. ..;onsiderin5 tiie co-ordination oi' tne enemy and the facility 

with which they mounted their attack it is hard to concieve why this was not 

clone, ·:i.neir action iH this respect saved the J:>attalion 1'ro;n complete dei'eat 

and gave us a victory. 

5, . E CCJIPANY C~ 

Communication with the 2nd Platoon went out during the first stages of 

tb,e ue:rman attack and althougi1 his Qompany 1,;P was less than 200 yards from 

this position the Company Commander made no attempt to re-establish it. Hor 

is there any indication that he tried to rind out what was happening in this 

sector. 

:rhis failure caused the .l:lattalion Commander a great deal o:r embarrassment. 

!lad he known earlier the situai:.ion of this Platoon he most certainly would 

nave been able to move troops to limit the penetration. AS it occured, with-

out this J<nowledge, there was no way oi' l:LJtiting the penetration, and had ti1e 

enemy re-ini'orced his breaktnrough there would have been no possibility of 

mounting a counterattack. 

o, EMPLOYMENT OF RF.SERVE 
}~ 

Troops are prone to exeragate reports rendered while engaged. 'ibis was 

true of the report i'rom 1st Platoon 01· E Company regarding tile evelopement 

of their lei't i'lank, Gonfirming tile report by patrolt was definitely the 
,.."l <e.. 

thing to do, but failure to completely analys~ the patrol,? report resulted 

in prenia.turely employing the Battalion reserve, 
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S;';J 
.in view of the patrol~ repor~, developell.ier;~s, that 

the enemy was moving southeast or tl1e oottalion position should have in-

e1icated that outposting ti1e ridge woulc, have been su:fficient. l·his could 

i.ave beeu dor,e with Battalion Headquarters Company troops of which there 

were plenty in the CP. 

Thus a gc.'eat deal of time would have been saved in organizing the 

counterattack, and use of troops from the primary defense would not have 

been necessary. 

The tanks were emplaced so deep in the position that they were unable 

to engage in the defense at all except in the counterattack. ·J:hus no ad-

vantage was taken ol' their terrific fire power. 

ln view oi' the efrect tanks ilad on the enemy when they were used in 

conjunction with the counterattack it is believed that their use on the 

primary positions woulci have prevented tr1e peuetratiou i:t' not stalled the 

initial attack. 

LESSONS 

1. To under estimate the capabilities of the enemy in planning an 
---··-~--.-···- ·~·''""''' 

operation is apt to be fatal to success. 

2. '.l.'he limitation in the capabilities or an organization 1'r0Ul which 
' ..,...__,_,_,,,,,,_.,,,,,., .• --·~ ,.. ~~ ...... - -1''-•" ,, ,,, _ .... , ,,..,.,.,,,,. ,,,,_,, 

. organic units have been withdrawn must be co~1sidered when corimtl't'tfng-·that 

organization to combat. 

3. ln planning any operation the capabilities ami li.iuitations or the 

equ:ipment to be used must be considere~ 

4, A Commander must be constantly ou the alen to captilize on any 
----··---~~ 

advantage gained by his troops. 

s 5. JI.Very effort must be made by a C;ommander to rapidly re-establish 

communication or contact vii'ti1 a lower unit, 

b. ·ro prevent wastiug reserves their employment must be analized and 

considered in every respect, 
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7. 'l'anks are powerful weapons either in dei'ense or offensive and 

their employment must not be slighted. 
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